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Why This Magazine?

Foroa wralber of reasons,which ithe read-

gis I VANGUARD will learn from the pres-
gnt wiilt Lubssguent lssues  of this magaz-
ing, he literipgrian revelutionary move-
ment  weakewed gensiderably in the posi-
war pericd But ihis decline was only
TEUOraty The.last four or five years

Iiave wlready shown ws 1o what heighis we
can rise el us but observe ihe phenop-
enal growtl: «0f the anarcho-syndicalist
ros openy fa Lpalne -during these years, to
ahe {0 Ul poverf.l and vital revole
trad vy mienis in the worid, aston-
oufnsnding authoritarisng of
e Altkough historical ocondife
fonswers royg favorable to the develop~
wment of the ararehisi movémeni in Spain,
that country is not the only one in whose
s6il the rooils of anarchism ocan gprout
Already, sbarchisis in many oiher parts
of the world are beginning to emerge from
the level of platitudinous generalities,
adapting thelr hasic principles fo con-
temporary realities and atiracting ihose
youager rebel elements who refuse 1o be
crughed and warped by authoritarisn Marx-
ist dogmatism and one-party infallibility
In the United States however, the anar-
chist movement has much less jinfluence
than in most other countries. But this
faci. ceriainly does not precliude ithe pos-
gibility of the building up of such a
movement in ihis ocountiry Indeed, there
are~ many factors that are in our favoer,
among which +the militant traditions and
Flruggles of large sections of the Amer-
ican working class are of no small im—
pertance., However, there is as yet no
revolutionary group in this country cap-
able of directing these +tradiiions ang
the discontent generated by the preseat
crisis into inteliigent revolutionary
nannels, the delusions ¢f some naive com.
unists to the contrary neiwithstanding.
Tt is to the task of helping fo build &
ovemeni which will conoretize our libeu-
arian aspirations in the 1ight of the
wods of the American working class and
de development of contempeorary condi.

tions that the Vanguard @Group dedicates
itgelf.Bul we cannot even begin this task
without the mosi elementary means of ex-
pression, that iz, a paper or magazine.
Realizing the imporiance of having a pub-
Lication of our own, we gstarted a mimso-
grephed monthly magazine three years ago.
This first aitempt atiracted somelatienw
tion and we were enabled to change from a
mimeographed magazine 1o a priated one
which continued for seven kssues and then
was suspended because of lack of funds.
e were withoui & volce wuntil the summer
of 1934 when the TL. MARTELLO, an Italian
fnarchist ferinightly newspaper offered
to let us edit a page of their publica-
tion in English. It was of course underw
gtood that this would continue only until
we could ¢ollect encugh funds to publish
our own paper. 3ince printing is very ex-
pensive and at present bsyond our means,
we have done the next best ithing: we have
bought a multigraph machine and are doing

the setting and muliligraphing ourselves.
The English page of TIL MARTELLO has
discontinued in favor of this more

enlarged magazine. We now have a bit more
space in which io expound ihe philosophy
and tactics of libertarian cowmunism. We
have more {but silll limited} space for
articles by prominent and capsable com-
rades both here and abroad, for hews and
information about ithe anarchisi and labor
mnovements in Spaln and other covuniries
which oan be found iIn practiocally no
other English publication in ihis coun-
try, for reviews of important books, for
articles dealing with various Ilmportant
theoretical questiopns and we shall be
able to include inx e ol issue a critical
evaluation from the ilbertarian communisi
point of view of currenit economié, polit-
ical and social developmenls of import-
ance.

We hope thal this new effort will suc-
ceed in putting the VANGUARD on a perman-
ent basiz. But this 1z scmething only
our friends aund readers oanl decide. They
musi support us with subscriptions NOW!
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Reversing

a

HMORE than & half a century ago the ris-
ing movement of international socialism
experienced its first rift--the most ser-
ious one in its history-~leading te the
splitting off of the First International
into two irreconcilable camps--the one of
Marxism and that of libertarian socialisny
represented by the Bakunin faction. The
scope of differences causing thati split
ves extensive, ranging from general con-
ceptions of the nature of social reconw
siruction {0 specific problems o0f revoluw
Vionary siretcgy. Dut wide as the range
vas, tt could ultimately be brought down
to one  ocentral problem -~ the one of the
place and significance of liberty in the
struggles for and the building of a new
social order.Should liberty be considered
of derivative value, valid only in meag-
ure that adequate social conditions war-
rant 1ts application to soclal 1ife, or
must it be held as the first and indisg-
pensable condition of a normaily funa
tioning society, rendering it imperative
aspon the sogialist movement 10 integrate
the principles ¢f freedor into iis daily
strugegles and iis ientative projections
of the new social order.Such was ithe cen-
iral problem arising before a movement
that was just emerging from the stage of
utopian nebulositlies into the one of vige
orous struggles for conguest of power.

The dividing line drawn by this problem
was deep and sharp.It drove an sver widew
ning wedge into the rapidly growing split
of the two factions of the First Interna-
tional.To the Marxisi liberty was a refi-
¢x of a definite gogial environment which
brings forth automatically the need for
freedom and makes inevitable the realiza-
tion of it at a given historic moment.
From that point of view a consisient pol-
jey of struggle for liberiy would require
& concontration ypon the prime movers of
ithe v1oce8s of realization of freedom and
o Clorvegard for mere reflexes lacking the
forioe.ef actuatling factors Paradoxioally
crough, ihe Marxists maintained, liberty,
Jor  its full realization, must first

The Trend

shrink to the vanishing point in order to
allow the molding ¢f those social condi-
tions that will automaticalily bring out
ils renascence upon a larger and more un-
iversal scale.The exigencies of the siorm
and stress period of the preliminary
phase of siruggles fof conquest of power,
as well as of the transitional slages of
building up a communist society, forbid
not only the expansion of the tradional
values of liberalism, but even render it
impossible to embody the already existing
values into the transitional framework of
a new society. I+ is only upon the som-
pletion of the full siructure of the com-
munlal  miclely that liberty will sprout
aporianecusty  from the already prepared

o1 adeguate scclal environment
agpingt this staltifving concep-
diberiy that the liberiarian wing
First Intepnational rose up in
Liberty, as it was maintained by
'c ae‘ Bakunin, the great rebellious
~irit of the sogialist movement of ihat
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epoc&, is not a derivative, an auiomatic
reflel of more fundamental factors; it
cannet be realized by a process of selfw.
negation.  The struggle for libeprty is in
LizeXf fuudamental to the development of
thie human Trace, 1t is itself a primary

fnetor of historic evolution
full =cope, it profoundly
courge of human development,
covy  premi®es upon which the forward
covroe of  hkisioric progress aust necesse
?r';y rest. Without any libertarian struge
10 progress of any kind is possible,
leze ¢ ihe rpalizat®on of the humanistic
icenls of sdeialisn, It is the lidertar-
inn siruggiep that wiil prepare 1%he
repnd fur iRe realization of socialism
onch the converse, for, a8 W..nin
Yoin ﬂle ol his :ropletic moods: "Scc
= owiinout liberly is mere swinish
ei of thnt swinisiaess or
aprouiing of liberty is po:
ount of socla. engineerin
pviace of arducus libertaria

fhere given
modifies the
creating the
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The oAt advovated by Bakunin was the
pere &F {Fioull cae. i1 placed the waln sm-
phosis upes  upan aciivity and not upon

It demanded &
a keon sense of liw

suciatic sogial processes.
much greuier effurt,
berfarian values and a readiness to take
up arsz on benalf of those values as
such. Aud, az it frequently hLappens,where
the nLecessary coreative upswing is lack-
ing, Listory fell back upon ike line of
least resistance, preferring to follow
{.e templing shori culg and easy roads of
effortless realization of ihe libertarian
ideal. History temporarily removed the
Bakuain faction from the fields of strug-
gles az a serious coutender for power, in
the mosi important countries at least,

leaving the Marxisis a free field for the

gpplication of their ideas of engineering

Jiberty in the roundabout manner of work-

ing upon the supposedly primary factors

¢f social development. Such a triumph be-

came feasible because of the feebleness

of the libertarian traditions in many a

country of active revoiutionary siruggles
and the lack of reveluitionary experience

in the more advanced c¢ountries that were

more fully saturated with the traditiong

of liberalism.All this formed a void into

which the socialist movement of a haif a

gentury ago rushed withouti being aware eof
the dangercus incline of its course. At

that time the iriuvmphant{ use of Marxism

was interpreied as the triuvmph of sclence
over utoplanism, of social ebtgineering
over subjeciive romanticism. Litile was
it realized yet that thig teampting short

¢ut lay on a line of descending ineline-

away from the heights of humanifarian i.

deals toward which Seocialism was reach-

ing out in its first period of existence
toward the morass of state totalitarian~

ism and social fascism.

For when we come io consider the dismal
turn  of events of the last few years in
the perspeciive of socilalisi development
8ince the splii of ihe First Int-rpation-
al, we see clearly how closely bound up
are the Fascisi victories of our period
with the first sieps made by the Social-
ist movement on the downward path of de-
terioration of iibertarian values of So-
cialism. There is a direct iine of crusal
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copngclivn belween ithe sweep of fascisti
victories and the itriumph in ithe interw
national socialist movement of a half a
century ago of a social philosophy thal
deprecaled and beliti.ed the imporiance
of iberiarian struggles. At first it
manifeosted itself in the grrdual dimin-
ution of ‘he inlesity of struggles for
liberiy, in the lowered ionus of .iber—
tarian a:pirations, in the letting down
on the drive for enlarging and deepening
the scope of the already existing 1lib-

eral values.0n the surface the pre-war
socialist movement was demoocratic and
liberal, claiming +¢ be ths righiful
helr of the libvertarian struggies and
iraditions of the past. Bui ia reality
that was nothing but an acquiescence,
mere conformity to tithe generally ac0ep-

ted values. The true spirit of liberalism
wag foreign to it. It showed a lark of
passion for liberty; it. let itself be ma-~
ngcled too easily by the monstrously cen~
tralized apbParatuses of various pariies
and trade unions; it sercn.ly ignored the
ominous tendencies toward the gradual re-
gimentation within iis ranks, justifylng
it on the grounds of expediency, as
though sheer expediency, when not imple-
mented by the rebellious liberiarian spi-
rit,can ever mold Socialist organizaiions
‘adequate o the humanitarian implications
of its deal. It did not form an active
part of the swelling libertarian tide of
the pre-war per’od,it showed itself inca-
pable of understanding ihe true spirit
snimating the liberiarian iraditions and
institutious of the past, which is the
spirit of dynamic action,dynamic struggle
for an ever greater expansion of liberty.
Shorn of that spirit, those tradiiions and
institutions become mere empty shells,
easily chattered at the first oaszet of
barbaric forces of social atavism. And in
falling shori of that dynamic spirit, in
substituting for it mere conformity to
rooted patterns of social life in deny-
ing the autonomous value of such a spirit
the Marxists ¢ even the conparatvively
liberal variely ¢f pre-war period had al-
ready well oprepared the ground for the
goming demcralivatioa of tlhe lovialigt
roverent,
This was ineviiable ihw, it

BY. e an
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led t¢ the weakening of the drlive for the

realization of Socialism.The ol1d liberal
ingtitutiens cannot be ~imply superim-
pogsed upon ihe new social edifice, they

have to undergoe a complex process of re-
adjustment in order to it into a soclial-
ist economy.But in order ito underiake the
recasting of the old libeiral values in
the mold of a Sogialist society,a fierce-
ly burning flame of libertarian asyira-
tions is needed, which wogld prevent the
impairment of these values in the course
of such a refashioning where such a spire
it is lacking where mere joyaltly and a
sgnse of conformity is the determising
attitude,an undue regard for form becomes
‘nevitable. a copservative over-erphasis
upen  mere externalities of  pelitical
1ife. The Marxiiis of the Second Interng-
tionar became political conservative ex-—
actly becsuse of the lack ¢of any genu.ne
iibertarian drive, they found themselives
clinging te political forms intg which
the new social content ocould not De
forged, and that is why they became iimid
and apprehensive as tc  ihe possiblli-
ties of pouring such ocomient into mod=-
ern aciualities. The cowardice and supe
ineness of the Sociglist parties in re-
gard io Fascist aggression, their as-
tounding failure to make use of the mosi
suspicious opportunities for Dbringing
about the desired social changes, are di-
rectly due to their obstinate clinging to
obsclets pollitical forms, to the oulsy
shell of liberalism all of which came as
a result of the bitter lark of creative
work along the lines of searching out ad-
gguate political expressions ef the new
social ide.. There is a direct line of
descent from the triumph 1in the labor
povement of ihe Marxist idea with its de-
precatory attitude toward libertarian
struggles and the wilting of the will to
Socialist agtion,which by now forms tihe
most striking characteristic of the pre-
gont Socialist movement and the most im-
portant factor in the breaking forth of
the waves of the Fascist reaction.

But manifest as ihose signs of the gra-
dunl deterioration of the libertarian 1i-
dea ,with all its fatal consequences,were
with the Marxist soclalism of the pre-¥War

period, ilkey still hardly gave full ex-
pression 1o the reactionary implicaticn
of the Marxist attitude toward liberty.
The movement of that period was [firmly
welded into tihe iiberal and dsmocratic
framework of political 1life, and it re-
guired an extraordinary anmount of per-
spicacity and insight into the implica-
tions of the Karxist dostrine io see that
the amalgamation between the Socialist
movement and the liberal democratic lne
stitutiong was a purely mechanical ass-
ociation, but act an  organic synthesisg.
That the first great social coriszis bring-
ing the socialist movement intn the line
of & declisive Dhistorical action wouid
disrupt this mechanical amalgamation was
beyond the range of vision of most of ibhe
contemporanecus observers of peolitical
life. And even now, 17 years after this
geverance has already taken place in a
country where Marxisam proved to be the
deiermining force of the course of revol-
ution, there are many who atiribuie it o
the difficulties of ihe first sccial reve
voelution fighting its way against ferrfi-
ie odds in an atmosphere of complete iz-
solation, People gtill fall {0 realize
that great as a.l those factors were in
contributing their share toward the mon-
strous distorsion of the socialist idea
in Soviei Russiz they were stili of seQw
cndary imporiance when compared to  the
degrading effect of ihe monopolizaltion of
the revolutionary processes by a .iberty-
hating social philosophy like the author-
itarian socialism of the Marxian brand,

The entire course of deterioration of
revolutionary values,of the gradual sink-
ing of the revclution from the heights of
the Ociober principles to the low depths

of Stalinism was adusbrated in the ini-
tial scheme evolvod by the revolutionary
Marzist wing of the First International

and then expanded by Lenin in the first
period of the revclution. At firsi it was
the suppression of & few rights pro-
claimed by the October Revolution, th
curbing of its democratic and libertaria
gpivit in the name of revolutiopary ex
pediency., then ile stlfling ofcther re
volutiopary grovpe leading to the monc
poly of a =mingle pariy. that was followe



inevitably by the crushing
of that party, and the regime of a per-
sonal dictatorship, the Fasclization of
all the funcilons of sccial life and the
swallowing up of society by atotalitarian
State. Seventeen years of the wmost furi-~
ous efforts of building up those very
foundations which,according to the Marx-
ian schepe, should in themselves generatie
the libertarian spirit, Soviet Russgia
presents the most dispal and hopeless
gpeciacle of a ¢ountry where liberty is
being extirpated to the very roots, dri-
ven out of every nook and corper of 50
giali 1ife, Russia has become the grave-
yard of Iiberty, the model and pattern of
all ile reactionary movements of our
lime.

The factiticus scheme of securing lib-
erty by c¢iroumvention, by dialectical
self-abnegation was given the fullest

¢f opposition
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historica: oppertunity and as a result us
have in some c¢ouniries a catastropnic
drop in the sense of liberal values, a &
great weakening of the power of resis-
tance 1o the sublerraneous forces of zo -

¢ial atavism, and in others- the ocom-
piste severance of the Socialist ideal
from any libertarien values, the degen
eration of Socialism to the level of =»
semi-fascist actuality, And it is this

scheme therefors thal has to be rejected
if the Socialisi movement ever hopes io
reverse ihe powerful tide of social re~
action now sweeping the world. Back io
the fundamentals; back to the great 1deas
of the First International az formulated
by its liberiarian wing; back 1i¢ the
ideal of liberiarian Socialism equably
moving along bDoth coordinates of huwman
progress- the Socialization of wealih and
the expansion of individual liberiy.

Landmarks of Thermidor

. b ek

UP 10 the recent evenis in Boviet Russia
it had been the invariable c¢laim of the
numercus apologists of the Copmunist dic-~
tatorship that e¢ruel and harsh as the
iatter were in regard to the class ensm—
ieg of the revolution, they softened down
ajmost to the poini of attenuation when
turned againgt the recalciirant elementis

of the revolution itself. Unlike the
French Revolutiion offsring the ghasily
spectacle of one revolutionary faction

exierminating the other in a series of
bloedy purges, ihe Russian Revolution, as
represented by its guiding force,the Com
munist party,has shown a ceriain modera—
tion in dealing with the various oppogi~
tions. The heavy hand of revoluticnary
terror was never Jlei down with all its
fatal welight upon tihose rebellious sle~
ments that sprang from the ranks of the
revoluticnistie. Frairicidal sirife never
assumed such proporiions as in France and
the blood of murdered revolutionaries
#%ill never rise upon the historical hori-

zon of the Rusaian revelution as a per-
petual taunt and a bitter commeni upon
its achievements.

Such fatuous apologles found wide agw
ceptance because the first period of the
revolution remained very litile known o
people ouizmide the narrow circle of spe-
cial studenis of it. The monsirous falsi-
fication ¢f the histery of the périoed re-
verted to by the Ceommunist Party succeed-—
ed well. The bloody Machiavelian record
of the latter, of its dealings with other
revolutionary parties and groupings wag
uiterly disbelieved when presented to the
atiention of the numerous sympathizers.
And as to the too obvious g¢ourse of per-
secutions in regard to the oppositions
within the party, that was minimized and
belittled 1o ithe exteni of having it al~
most  fit into the patiern of the usual
policy of repressions pursued by every
democratic stale agaiust the too unruly
elements. Apart from the spectacular, but



comparatively mild, vicissitudes befalling the leaders
of the opposition, very littie was known of the cruel
ties perpetrated upon the rank and file of the opposi-
uomsts, the occasional groan of the tortured political
pmonm wafted from the Sovlet dungeons having
been too a_aszly. drowned by the roar of the official
Communist propaganda representing it but as the dy-
ing out echoes of a stified counter revolution.

“all trat offizial bellyhoo
ponld not” Dc_» ufficioat ia iL
nel fail upen ieo %illing eers vell pre-
pE g :a? itz veseplivn b; tre widejy
spread- fa¥lacy in regard io-th- temporary
asbure of the policy of Feprecsiong pur-
sﬁad by the Communist diciatorship. The
pelief is still curreni that somehow, not
in an eltogether obvicus manner, the So-.
viel state 1is moving in ike direction of
greater liberalization of iis in
tions. Apotber few yoears of economic vic-
toriee, few more geiar made aleng ilhe
Lines of consolidating the basic posi-
Lione of the revoiution-and the long ber-
alded - process of the dying awey of ihe
State will begin to 'manifest itself in
some. forp or another, Hence ihe paihetic

anpes placed upon ibe alpiebeiical reso-
redgement of the lelters of tihke G.P.U.,
apon some vague hint {thrown out by the

dictator himselif- and lLesce aiso ikeé decf
ezr turned to the desperste cries coming
from the persecutsd revolutionaries  of
Jéviet Ruseia. Those ¢ries were distiurke
ifg 10 the fallacy, they reised disturb-
iRg guestions, they peinted to ocoriain
aminous fendenc ea thai could not be ox-
plained awhy &3 mere erigencies of & re-
vo.utionary siruggle ageinst ihe hostile
foroes of tha old regime.

But no amount of officiai ba Iyhoo and
. psychological subterfugee will ever euc-
cead in camouflagisg basic historic pro~
oesges for a very long .ime. Uliimate.y
"those prooesses must rfeveal themselves in
Jome etriking event. The sbot that assas.
inated Kiroff and the unszpeskable butch-
aries foliowing it were in the nature of
-sut¢h an outbreak. In oleer unmietakable
aigne, eseled by tbe blood of hundrede of

1 fitu-

by a new

Luicisred g‘vnr'*evﬁ;ut c;iw.g, -ihey,;sw
vapled 1o the worid ithel ile Qolober .gev-

clution, distorted from.-ils very begin.
siag by Lhe faial Lrend tewaps Pariy dic~
tetorship, bas already protweded so far

e VT et Lo buresactiile cegeneration
teabolle matn drive of 44m wonslsrsns po-
rressive zppareluz 13 now direcled a-
ga'ost werkers, agosesy young revelution-

isis sk, in ihkeir cwn  groping manner,
try o le ooenr  ihe Oﬁlebgr rgvoiution af
ile abcﬂ‘aai%oza whick have crept inte
ihe working out of iis revo’utionary pro-
casses. 1% was  the ghest ol ihe Cctcber
revolution, ¢ cf'.zta libertarian and den-
ceraiic aspirations, that raised such pa-
nicky fears amoag the rulihg clique owiug
its power to the disiortion and degenera-
iicn of L6 very spirit B tial revolu-
tion. - ‘And in striking out "fn such a can-
niba: manner against those that {ry io e~
voxe that spirit ihe governing circles of
Soviet Rugsiz have cut themmelves off the
furiber Trom sny. c‘ancsa of reconcilia~

_tion with it

The Rubicon ias beén croseed. From now
on there wiil beé bul tiwo.cawps facing
each ‘other: the forces of the grawiug re-
volt inspired by 1ine principles of ibe
fctcber rovblution and “the  camp of new
privilage driving - ike revelution toward
its vitimate degeneration; preparing ibe
ground for the nexi condecuiive step to
follow Akie laset bloody evenis- the seiz~
531 qr power by sone milz.ary adventurer.
History does bot always répeat —itse:f,
bui the basic fetter: of Lie' develop: ent
of the Russien Revelutidn 13 zo clicse Lo
the French cne that, unlesg Tforestiallsd
revolutionary upsurge, it will
recessocrily be capped by the stme in-
glorious -apti~climax as ihe lalter. And
it is upon the roud cf such & tregic do-
nouement ihel the laml egven's Inru much

a.significan! landuark. S &
_ ERBRARRELREE LRGN TRIR o
OQUTLINE  OF  LIBERTARIAN  CORMUNISH

L T P s -

Yo have juai published in mxmeog"spbec
form a brief outlire of lie princisles ef
libertarian Communism. A copy may ue Prim
cured by sending [ive Cen.s in siamps 1o
VANGUARD,F.0.Box 52 Stalisn D,N.Y.City



A7 Daily Worker ” Columnist Disposes
of the Anarchist Movement

THE BPaily Vorher of Kew York, in g felm
iew of articles by Horry Ganner, a prom-
irent communist glves what purporiz to ba
2 Lrue ascount of the recent u;anz Bre-
volt.In actualily it iz g mosl inaceurate
end  libellous accounil in zhich'the COTim
municis are piciured &8 horpes and lead-
¢rs of the reveli, and the snarchisis as
covards and iraitors. ZEvery oither para-
gragh eonliping zome reference to ithe “bow
iraya¥ and-treachery of ihe onarchliste?
and  tHe wonderful achievements, heroism,

anb: ‘dorrect leadership of ihe Spanish
¢ommunigle. Ahyone not familiar with the
communiste: will ocome to ihe cenclueion
upon ‘reading these ariicles that the re-
volt  was pade by » united front of tls
socialisie and communiets, tiat the com-
munists were the laeding factors;that the
anarchists were ueed as sirike-breakers
by iHe governmeni,and thati wbenever tbers
vwas fighting on ihe barricadee the anar~
chists-would take tkeir gune and proverb-
iaf bombs and fight on ihe side of the
capitaliste and. fascistis,

Here is a-emample o©f the reascning of
"The Paily Forker":

"The mcastroue beirayal of the anarchist
leeders wag the worsi Mbiow of all =and
sxowed them, as Marxism hes aiveyw de-
gcribed ilhem,ea enemies of ithe prolefari-
z%  revolution, whe in the siruggles in
Spein wera found on the barricudes on the
side of fascieam.”

Since not even communists will believe
ire charge we shell not trouble ocurselves
io refute iil, But here is anoiber gem of
communist journalism, which I quote be-
dayse' ¢of ite lmplications az I shall
point out,

Nocthing expreases the treacherous ¢one
certicas of the anarchist leaders more
than their published comment wien a numb-
er' :l'Sqanieh communisi leaders were sent
to African penal colonies.Borrewing their
phrases [from the Troizyites, ihe anarch-
“ate’ decliared 10 ihe communist prisonsrs;
o, pudld. Soodalism now in one couniry'™.

Tre purpoge.of the cLove olirge. is iwe
fold. It trieg 1o slow L' audl dul
lavghing at their oppoisais
but especiaily it tries {¢ ghiow tue Amex
jcan renders thet ihore exiled to . Afrie
¥ere gemmunisis, ibe anarchiﬁis Jheing
left frep at hove.Bul here ara tLe facts _
A group of 124 prisoners,mosiiy caplures
rsbels of the .ebortive ananchist ravelu-

ion in the Upper ‘Liobregat’ region,Cati.:
lonia and a faw afbera picked up-ie. Bey-
celone and Valencie;were -exiicd Lo, Afrie

8. 0f the tota]l of 324, cnly ‘nur ®Orp.
communisis—one Trotzkyits aud iiiee Stai-
inists. The other 120 .ware. CBudiid et
These are tbe raots..Tne gstory. in “”‘a

Deily Rorker" is fiotiom, .

The Dally Worker callis ithe auarchisgtz
iraitors -bacause they did unot fight side
by side with presideni Companys [or inde-
pendence of Catelonia, Let us a.alyze ih?
Cetelonian mess. There was a united frou!
of the four or five diifereni cumsubisl
factions, reform syudicalisils,sceialisis,

political syndicalisis, who in turn bad
united with the bourgeois Cataiuvaian sepf
eratists, the "ESQUERRA®™, or ruliag party,
the latter having among their ieaders’
guch men as Companys who as president of
Catalonia wes moot to blame for ihe ruth-
lges persecution of i€ anarchisis &nd
anarcho-gyndicalisiy, ziud the suppression
of their labor unions. Azang,¥is s prew
mier during the exiling of anarchists 1o
Africa and during the Uasas Vigjas Masss.
ore; Menendez, er-director of Public fe-
curity in the Cabine: of Azanz avd tie
one directly responsible for the order not to take
prisoners or wounded, given to Captain Rojas, who
executed these Casas Viejas prisoners; Galarza, the
man who under Azana organized the Assault Guard
which did the massacring in the Casas Viejas, and
which together with the Civil Guards, had killed over
460 workers in the three years of the “Republic of
workers.of all classes”; and similar politicians whose
hands are stained with blood.
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The sbowe was ihe vulied front that the
srarehists refused to join.Yel, they jein-
ey the geasral sirike, oand when groups of
armed siarciiuts forcibly opered itheir u-
sien halls  the poelice of Companys was
seni Lo a:resi them.This resulted in riot
and biordshed,which cauged ¥r.Dencas,Min-
isler of ihe Interior of Catalonia, 1o
speak to the'citizenz" over the radie and
e5y  "The auarchists are agaln at thelr e-
vil work., We will first defeat the fasc-
131 government of Madrid, which will be
to-night snd  lomerrow wa'll settle it
with the aparchists, and I assurs you, ¢l
tizens, that they will tvouble us no longe
er." No, the anarchisis could not very
well afford to grease the rope with which
they were {¢ be hanged.

¥hen talking of Asturias,The Daily Wor-
ker only mentions communistis and social-
ists, leaving the anarchists entirely out
of the picture.Yeti, none toughl so brave
ly, =0 enthusiastically, so humanely as
the aparchists., Jose Maria Martinez, re-
cognized as the ‘'"leader" of the Asturian
atarchisis was killed ip action in Gijon:
And "La Libertaria”, <the young anarchis®
nf Casas Viejas fame died manning a mach-
ine gun in Oviedo.

Harry Gannes makes it his business i¢
gonvince the readers of The Daily Worker
that the anarchists did not participatis
in the Asturian reveoluiion. Yet, in the
same article, he guoies from an appeal of
the Spanish International Labor Defense,
which reads:"In Spain,the socialisig,con-
munists, and anarchists have fought side
by side against 1iheir c¢lass enemies™
Harry Gannes should bhave deleted the
word "anarchists™ from that quotation so
that his lies might at least have the
virtue of consistency if nothing else.
But, then, this united front business has
baen the sales talk of the communisis for
years, and an Appeal ou the basis of "une
ited front" may be much more effeciive in
cash resulis. Now that the Scotisboro
fountain is drying up, the finance ari-
ists of the communiszt church are lovking
around for another source of supply s0
that there may be funds for publishing
papers where all the Ganneses may print

their lies and Spain. for some time 1o
come,will pe the most juicy bait to offer
to such suckers as have not yet opened
their eyes to communist practises.

Tre .ty of Gannes is the cry of spite
because the anarchisis are the leading
aynamic force of the Spanigh Proletariat,
and in th> words of Busebio C.({arbo, Sec-
retary of ithe 1.W.¥.A. commeniing on the
Cataicnian ope-etta revolutlion "no revole
u.ion may be made in Spain without the
anarchists, and much less against then”.

Barry Gannes ialks about such ocities as
Badalona and Sabadel 1n Catalonia, being
taken over by the workers. Let me explain
however, inat although there wmight have
been workers involved, these clties were
simply declared a part of the Catalonian
independent republic by their respectiive
capitalist mayors, buil there was nothing
proletarian in 1t let alone communist...
To give you an idea of the strength of
the communisis in Catalonia suffice it to
say that of the one guarter of a million
votes ¢ast in Barcellona in ithe last el
ections, Stalin's candidate polled 1,400
votes. Their following in the regt of
Spain is not much better judging from the
fact that in spite of the system of pro-
portional re resentation fhey won only
one aeat iu Congress in the same eleC-
tions. The socialists in spite of their
decline won 62 sesis. A ratic of 62 {o 1!
Now, when we copsider that the anarchists
in Spailn are admitiedly as sirong as the
socialists, the relative sirength of the
threge groups will not be hard to deierw
mine,

The fact that,with the exception of As—
turias, at no place was there any social
revolution (there were isolated uprisings
in Valencia, Andalucia, etu.,ln which the
anarchirts took a leading part)shows ithat
no successful reveluticn is possible irn
Spain witbout the anarshists. The zecial-
ists have been emasculaied through gener-
ations of preaching submissior and o.ass
collaberation, and the communistis, had
they had the desire to do something, iack-
et the energy. because they had exhausted
it aXll in making noise. The anarchists



are titools of nobody Russis has taught

them a lesson.

The sad realiiy is that ithere arsg over
30,000 workers in prison, together with
the children of those valiant rebels who
died in the batilelield or were executed
in jail,must be aided regardless of their
political ideas. ~wu(QNOFRE  DALLAS.

{Addendun

THE author of the above article has
pointed cut a number of the major distor-
tionz of the actual history of {he Octob-
er revolit in Spain. Hewsver, of greater
gignificance than ihe mere g¢oloring of
ihe facis is the conscious and deliberaie
affort of Harry Gannes o depict "Anar~
chism, in ithe person ~f ithe Spanish Anar-
chist leads2rs",as a counter-revolutionary
movement performing "a service for Spane
ish capitalism which 1ts mercenary, orim-
inal,Foreign Legion could never have per-
formed alone with iis moest modern means
of mass murder, '"Not satisfiled with his
idyliic picture of "our Spanish Communist
Party" leading the Octcber rgvolution in
Asturias, in conirast witd the treacher-
ous role of the'Anarchist Jleaders ",Gan-
nes goes out of his way to delve int¢ the
*origin” and '"theory" of the "peity-bour.
gecigphilosophy of anarchism. That aiocne
must give the reader scmething to pause
and think abeout. Is it possible that the
invincible and divine.y--I mean dialecii-
cally raterialistically - inspired Com~
sunist Party fears that the heroic strug-

gles of ihe revolutionary workers of
Spain might inspire the workers of the
worid with the genuinely revolutionary

aspirations eof Libertarian Communism,
which ar: diametrically opposed to a dic~
tatorship of the Communist Party? Is it
possible that the buresucracy of ihe Com~
munist Party is afraid of lozing i3 fol-
lowers if Anarchism weve veally under-
1tood, and that therefore 1they iry to
throw as much smoke ag pessible aboutl ithe
Anarchist Movementi in Spain and thus pre-
vent gehuine understanding and knowledge
frog filtering through to their follo-
ers? We wonder.

rage

Were Gannes merely guilty ¢f an occe-
sional disteoriion of fact one mighi ex-
cuge him on the ground of ignorance., Buil
when we find the entire series of hist-
orical events "fixed un™ to suit parti-
cular patiern, then we must regard it in
the light of the following considera-
tieons,

1-The account was intended for consump-
tion outside of Spain, since it could ne-
ver receive oredence where the actual
facts are known;

2-The Communist Party is ‘trying to
build up capital for iiself on the basis
of falise pretentiions;

3-The Communist Party is trying to
built itself up by the doub.e route of
exaggerating its own role and beliitling
and distorting the role of the most im-
portant revelutionary movemeni in Spain,
in order to defend its"hold"on ithe rev-
olutionary working class movement agai-
nst the further development on an inte-
rnational scale of the Anarcho-Syndical-
ist movement which is foday so powerful
in Spain.

0f all Gannes' charges against the an-
archist movement, there is one which ap-
pears 1o be more specific than the oth-
ers. He says that tihe anarchists, "not
believing in proleiariat struggles, fight
against sirikes of a political nature,es-
pecially one leading to the armed insur-
rection for workers power”.

What does Gannes mean by "proleivariat
struggles”? Isn't a struggle for ecgonomic
depands a "proletariat struggle”? Is it
possible that over 1,000,000 workers
could have been organized into the C.N.T.
{Anarcho-Syndicalist trade unien confed-
eration}if the anarchists did noi helieve
in ‘"proletariat sitruggles'? "Facis are
stubborn things'" as your own Lenin said,
s0 why iry to butt your heatl against them
by wish-~fulfillmeni{ thinking?

And did you dig your next fact all out
of your own head too? ™...they fight ap.--
ainst strikes of a political nature ..."!
This iz ithe product of a deliberate Marx-
ist campaign to misinterpret "anarchisa"



fom t:o "benefit™ of  the masses. Because
ThE unar Chl“ta have al mays avclded narlaw

pain$ io ”explain” tu Lbe maASSES

anarehilais “ignore" the "poiltils

ticn. There could be no more da—
dlstortiUn The very fact ihat
chigts seek & reveluticnary soluw
the problems of expleoitation and
wy f in the complele overihrow of
the oxisiing political system is proof
snough that the auarchists do nol ignore
the "political"™ question, however much
they may aveld pariiamentarism,

B even 1f the theoretical pesition,ac
sipted above, were not sufficieni to rer
fute Gonnes' statemendl. ihe whele history
¢f '‘te aparchist movement, all over the
world, and particularly in Spain, shouis
denunciation of such libellocus c¢lalnms
is Mr. Gannes' memory so shorl that ke

gould not remember the nationwide 24 hour
General Strike ocalled by ithe C.N.T.. not
for economic demands, but 1o protesit ihe
execution of two revelutionists, just ab-
out one week before he vomited up his
mess of lies on November 27, 18347 Did he
forget that this sirike was salled after
the uprising had been corushed,with ihous-
ands  of militants killed and  tens of.
thousands imprisoned, with ereryihing une
der martial law, and all workers! organi-
zations declared illegal? and did he for~
getl how theVpolitically" minded Socialist
anions, the U.6:T. refused to demonsiraie
thelir sympathies and solidariiy wiih the
condemned revolutionigts and at the sawme
time offer one more challenge to the auw
thority of the reactlonary state?and whal
did the "political™ Workers Alljance do?

Why stop at that? Mr. Gannes must surew
iy know, although he failed to say ii in
black and white, that i{ was the.united
front of anparchistis and socialists in
Asturias  that made possible the heroic
struggle. The C.P.1is very small in Spain.
and is divided into a number of differen
factions. The masses Of workers are with
the anarchists apnd socislists, and when
the iatter became genuinely revolulionary
in their aspirations,the two came togeth-
er of their own accord, the socialisis

over ihe heads of their leaders,
angrehists without zny confi:
of  the local and regicisl 2uTOno]
exisiz in the federalist miruvcture of

anarcho-asyndicalist Qrganézatéon.The Gz

aral Strike wasg suvcessful in Astur
bacausze bhoth the C.N.T. amé the U.G.7.
worked together. Gijon, the most imperi-

ant harber of Asturiaszs, wa: car
tie workers behind the bamn
and ike C.N.T. {Iberian Anarchis
tien and Natlonal Coufedergtion of Lakb-
or); Oviedeo, ecapital of Asiurias, wes
captured by a uniied front of aparchizmis,

socialists and communisis. Was ihis &
"msirike of political nature', Mr. Ghnues’

And what about December, 1933, when i
anarchists declared g Revolutionary Gene

oral Strike and inatiated a nationwids
uprising agains® ihe pnew governmeni of
the Catholic reaction that had jus¥t wen
the etectlon? The abarchistz weut fo the
street” because they look at if8 race
value the election campaiga pledges of
both "politically minded" socialisis and
communists that if the Catholiocs won the
¢ieclion, they would "dome out on  the

gireet” and setile ihe issue of power
there. And what did the ocmmuniQ*S'aaswei
shen the anarchists coiled upon ihem t:
Join ihe Bevolutlonary G‘*&P“i Strike of
g "poliiical naiture”? —-Huold your bresil
if you don't know iLe answer.~—The ppelii-

ically oonscious C.P. answersd, "W will
join you in a General Strike for edonom
demands" !

At & time when ihe anarchiste
striking at the very roots of ci .
ination #nd bending all effo te
throw an  openly reactlonary governmert

before it had a chance Lo consoliddte i
position the C.P. was willing -—nay. mere
than willing-—-actually ssger i2 Tlight i:
for--sconomic demands! There are ifnume
able other instances of "Sirikes of &
litical naturs® conducied by ile an
chists in Spaln, some of the ocutsiand.
ones including the General Strike “n S
ille in 1932, which stopped General Sa
jurjo's gounter-revolutionary atter
that bhad become so forpidabls up o i
advent of the Gemeral Sirike of the (



1 political" Suofallisl nayors and of-

[FHE=

fle . were Tlesing frog thelr cifices
by pupared and eves  ilie Madrid gove
g T wag preparicg to take fiight. And
Thor  theve wes  itke class’ce streggle of
Burce.cun in 31808 uguli.st tle Spanish
-

Se ilet a8 hear ne rore  that stupid
phrase  that aharshistis avoild "sirikes of
& pelitlcal naiure, especially one lead-
ing to the armed insurreciion for workers
pew'er"

The zecond halfl of the quotaiion is an
sxcellent example of the Delicicus Vapue-
ness which ali Good Bureaucrats pust de-
velop teo a high ari. "Workers' powert—
what & delighifully generalized phrasellf
by "workers' power" Gannes 1s merely de-—
pieting &8 new gocial crder 1in which the
producers conirel the soclal egonomy thru
their own institutions, then,perhaps, the
anarchists might be able 1o arrive ai
gome agreement with him. But since the
Russian Revoluiion, everyone understands
gurite clearly what a2 communist means by
“workers' power™  There is a fundamental
difference detween the “dictatorship of
the proletariat"” as a wonopoly of ihe
Communist Party and a ne°w sccial order in

which the producers have contrri of the
commanist ecoromy. I{ is not surprig-
ing, therefore, ic learn that anarchists

are not particularly anxicus t¢ fight for
the diciatorship of the proietariat,since
they remember only too e¢learly how the
anarchists were treatad in Russia.

Bui the deducticn that,ihat the anarch-
ists do not fight for a new social order
in which the exploitation of wman by man
wili no longer exisi, and in which the
highly centralized state, with its monsti-
rous bureaucracy, wiill no longer make of
man a machanical puppet, can be only the
despicable product of a perverted commun—
ist logiec, whioch makes the collossal ass-
umption that the progress of ithe world is
iasured by the progress of ihe Communisi
arty

Thers 1s another ocuriocus fact to be
oted in Gannes' trsatment of the anarch-
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ist movement of gpain.In making his orit-
icism of the anarchist movement, he takes
a very generous attitude. Although there
are over 1,000,000 workers in ihe anarcho
syndicalist movement,he whitewashes them
ef all responsibilities for their grave
treacheries in the last wprising.They are
not to blame; their intentions were good;
their motives sincere. Who then was to
blame for thelr azid +to¢ the Fascists and
to the Foreign Leigion? Who,but the Anar—
chist " eaders™?! The treachery and beir-
ayal of the anarchist "leaders™ is the

corstant theme that runs through his en-
tire analysis. Ignoring the factual sgide
of the accusation,which has been discuss—
ed above,iel us consider a different gide
of the matier.

The very term anarchist "leader" 1s a
contradiciion whioh all anarchists recog-
nize immediately. 0f all the soclial movew
ments on the current scene, the anarchist
movementi is the only one thatl completsly
discards the concept of "leader", that is
the deification ¢f an individual. When
guch a label is applied i1¢ the anarchists
we ¢zn only smile at iheir ignorance. We
mist note that when discussing other mov-
ements, the critic, and partigularly the
gommunist eritic, who loves t{o mix a Jitw
tle character slander with his criticism,
always meptions his opponents, the lead-
ers of the opposing movementis, by name,
not once but many times. Yet the most
giriking thing about Gannes' charges agae
inst the "Anarchist leaders” in Spain is
that he never meniions a single one of
these treacherous "leaders™ by name! He
can’t name any YAnarchisi leaders™ be
cause ihere are no anarchisi "leaders®

There may bes greal theoreticlians, great
writers and jeurnalisis, couragous milit-
ants, grest spesakers, but none of ihenm
functions as a "leader". The anarchist
mevement has developed democratic forms
of organization t0 the highest degree
possible under the present adverse condi-
tiong. Follcies and programs are formul~
~ted by ile membership in their loecal  un-
ions, and are built up from the local unw-
ions through the local federations, rege
itonal confederations, and fipally the
rational confederation.
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An excellent instance of this was the
united front of anarchists and socialists
in Asturias. The National Commitiee had
issued an advisory proclamation againsti
such a united front on the basis of the
attitude of the socialist politciians in
the rest of Spain in allying themselves
with all the former liberal peliticgians
and the Catalonian Naticnalist movement.
Bui theAsturian workers judged the situa-
tion in Asturias 1o be dfff:rent.They bhe-
lieved that the Socialist workers of As-
turias were  genuinly revolutionary; so©
they called a regional convention 10 dis-~
cuss the question. The result was that a
large number of unions voied 1o join ithe
united front immedizily. Another large
pumber decided in favor of a united fropt

in action, while a very smaill Binority
voted against any united front. Thers
were no splits, of the Asturias Confeder~
ation from the National Confederation, or
of the different sections of the Asturias
Confederation from each other. There were
no splits because there was no “lige®
handed down by an individual or committee
thal presumes to be all-knowing and whose
authoriiy must never be challenged.

And just as the Asturias Confederation
acted on its own iniative,so did the othe
er regional confederations act to meel
their local situation, the National Con—
federation serving only to coordinate the
experiences of all and weld a general
pelicy to meet the national situation,

A . Bluestein

Fascist America?

FIVE years of economic depresiion have
produced a profound c¢hange im the attit-
ade of large sections of our population
toward the economic and politicral struct-
ure of American society. Millions of peow
ple are now more Or less permeated with
the feeling that the old “laissez-"airse"
system will never solve the problems of
vnemployment and poverty. They are dimly
consclous of the fact ihat some fundamen-
tal change must take place

As an offsetiing tendency fo these deep
popular stirrings we can observe the
signs of an insvitable fascist counisr
current. And contributing irdirectly itowe
ard this tendency is the atiempt of cert—
ain libergls to couveri our preseni egon—
opic mocieiy inte that ¢f State Capiiaiw
ism while lsaving political demccracy in-
tact.They do not realize that giving the
state more and meore powel over the econg-
miclife of the people prepares the ground
for Foscism. They wish: %o save political
democracy bui have u¢ effective way of
doiong 1t,singe ihey dc rut realize that a
concentration  of scenohic power in thw
wands  of the stails und be irpossible
wiihout a like conceniraticn of political
power  What 87 feguards can they propose o
prevent ihe state coocrerstepping ithe

bounds of economic dictatorship? How osn
they prevent  the infiliration of dicta-
torship 1into every phase of life.

Becaus® of a shrinkage in the foreign
market, Amaricgan ocapitalism tends to be-
come more nationalistic. It is compelled
to derive its nourishmenti by a more in-
tensive exploitation of tithe workers &t
home. In its quest for the ever shrinking
foreign market it is preparing 1o wreai
it from other powels who are in s simil-
ar position. This leads t¢ war. These two
tendencies, a growing nationmalism, and &
belligerent imperialism are outstanding
characteristiocs of fascism.

The declining standard of living, the
increasing discontent of the workers 45
shown by the wave of sirikes,and the fesr
of s5i1ill more seriocus outbreaks, increasse
and solidify the reaction. The repressive
organs of ihe siate tend to increase.Pem-
goratic rights are curiailed,and the rad-
ical movement becomes subject to more ine
tensive persecuiion.

A iarge and disconienied middle clas:
which is repidly being shaken from it
econcrmic  fouldations by finance coagplils
entt by big industry may look to fascis



ar ‘vta woy oul Tuege wie, like Lle llb-
ers’ 3 sre inviined ¢ exazgersie 1 o
retarcy of  Lue vewsoralic iregiticus in
tne U2 stonld sngle  guch  eorgasizaticus

i3} &r ibe K.XK.K.
tie "vigilanies™, ihe Amsricon Legicn{wln
vore given TE,000 rilits by ihe govern-
rent), and oiper veleran crgaaizalions,
tet tiem remember ilal the Ysunny”™ South,
yand ¢f race hatred aud lyneohing, will
extond & heariy weigome Lo the fascists
{wit ese Husy Long)

3 (h

Tie Facific coast is acted for iis fas-
cici inciimations, ihe Crimnal Syndical-
izt laws, the Evereti Laszsacre, the fen~
tralia case, ide Hooney-Billings {rame-
up, the receant San Francisco murders,etic.
The npotorious anti-r.d raids under Pal-
mor and Mitchell, the mass deportation of
workers (which is still going on) the
Sacoo—Vanzetti murders, all go to show
to what lengths a hysterical and blood-
thirsty bourgeoisie will go There is
plenty of hatred fer foreigners, Jews,Ca-
thelics, negroes and radicals among the
singeos and Babbitis . The innumerable fas-
cist organizations springing up through-
out the land find ready recruits among
thege elements

=t

Te rave also to reckon with the yellow
press fa la Haarsi), ihe Boy Scoeutls, ihe
puipit, tke radio, itle chambers ¢f com-
rarce All of these sgeicies are constan-
tly epiti ng irely venow, preparing the
groupd for favcism. The Civil:an Conzerv.
aticn Corps directed by army officers, the
trongient camps, eitc pay well becore
the Amsrican prototype of Hiilervs ¢iucen

tralics camps and foreed lsbor Lells.

il ig gvident thai whal ls iefl ¢f ilLe
Yrerican democritic iredtilicus will not
¢ iizelf he ebie o tgwnlerael tue {re-
mepdous pressure of fio  furced thal are
wmaking  for fesclam o thig couniry The
resl reascus for tie Tweble develoumen.
¢! fageism{of the speoiacu’ ar.openly mur-
derous, German or Itulisn var eily) hLere
pre. firsi, the vule of Aserican capilai-
ism i3 not as yel - being ceriously
lenged by any revelnilonc -y moverenl;sec—
end, there ig the pdssibiiity of tle grud-

LI |
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wal giowih of a more subtle iype of Fas-
elsm, that is, an exiremely natfionalistic
state cppitailsm without most of the sup-
erficial asperis of German or Italian
fascism For, the demoorati% illusions of
the American people,which are much stron-
ger ihap ithe degree of derbotacy existing
would warrant,make it easier for ‘the dom-
naxt group of capltalists to utilize the
present political stiructure for institit-
ing steyg by step their “ecorporate state”
to pass law after law which, directily or
indirectly, will deprive labor of whatev-
er rights it now posesgsed in order to be
able to lower wages, which will give
even greater monopolimtic powers to small
groups of ocapitalists® tnote the effeots
of the NR.A.) and finally “to the re-
actionary point of self-sufficiency

Fascism threaiens when the rubing class
can no longer exist Side by side with a
reveiutionary mass movement. *It then de-
comes necessary for the* teaction {o put
an end to political democracy and destroy
the labor movement “The vapitaltist class
can ithen function only am a dictatorship
by incorporating itmelf with the state

When the c¢ontradictions of capitalism
have reached +the breaking point, when it
can o longer make any concessions to the
starving and rebelligus ‘massed, a decisive
battle beiween the revwolutionists and the
reaciicnaries becomes ifevitable Thd con~
flict can end in only one way—-either
fascism or the social revolation.

smevican capltalisa has not yet reached
this point It is wealihy and can still
rale concessions-——but it cannot continue
to do0 30 indefinitely.It casnot lower the
standard of living without generaiing a
revoiutionary movement, without protestis
&nd wprisiigs  Tolede, Minneapolis, San
Frapciscoe  and the Gulf have shown that
the American worker will fighi.The fight-
fng irpditions of the ‘Americdn Labor
movemelt will be  revived» ABeries of
rovereuts will be the answer to the
arsonite upen the standard of living (ALY
1.2 yen! up biilerness and discofiteht cf
tre worker. will ex .loda.

Te ttelun Lie growlh of

o
TgLon

effective mass
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movements, to .rystalliize and strengthen
itheén for the social revolution is the
great itask of the revolationary vanguard.
Uafortuuately there is no revolutionary
movement of any importance in ihisz coun-
try.The soelaligis are classcoliaborators
and their parliamentary twaddle,their dis
gusiing opportunism was responsible to a
large degree for fasclism in Germany. The
Communists do not beleive in nor do they
practice workers' democracy. Thelr autcw
cratic methuds, their pelicy of Rule or
Ruin has broughit great harm to the labor
movemgnt both here and sbroad. They ailm
¢ subjugale the labor moveneni i0 a par—
iy Lew .roecracy. They lead the workers to
inirk ouly in terms ol Dictatorship, the-
sebhy  rejudiving tler sgalusi democracy.
The revolutionary movement in America
Lasyesr Lo be bulit.The mind of the Ameri-
eil worker must be condltion & against
any end all dictatorsuips. The dewocratic
tradiliong of the American peopie must be
used to sho¥w thai only a workers'demucra~

cy can prevedt Fascir-,that only the de m-

ocratic economic organizations of the wor
kers,such as revelutionary industrial un-
ions, can combatFascism. The experiences of
the proletariat in Italy, in Germany and
in Spain must be related to them to show
the value of direct action and the futil.
ity of parliamentary tactics and politi-
cal parties &g a means of fighting a-
gainst Fascism.

A united front of all ihose who believe
in workers' democracy as Opposed to autho
ritarian socialism and to the domination
of ihe labar movementi by a political par-
ty musti be formed. A realistic approach
to the practical problems of organization
must be worked out and a revolutionary
program with dirsct action tactios and
consistent with workers® democracy and
the ultimate aim of socialization of ind~-
ustry and the aboliiion of the political
state must be develuped. And, armed with
such a program,we can indeed prepare our-
selves for the fight against Fascism,

SAM WEINER

Exilesin France

The [following leiter, which we are re—
printing i part, was recentily received
by one of our comrades. The name of the

corvesponent is beiang withheld for obvie
ous reasons.The letter speaks for iiselrf.

Nice, De-. 10th, 1934,

Dear M-,

I am encloming 2 news iien received
from Paris re our persecuted Russian com-
rades.

Such things in  former days uzed fo ar-
ouse the indignatiop of ithe world.Bui now
they have becose a daily ilhing, actually
the governmental routine, snd net only in
some  parficular country buil mracticallvw
ittt over Buropw. There is a0 douon wurt
Fascism 1% now Laving lte day., Koer iz it
enly Itgely sne Germany.Fearful ithings are
going v in ®1d the Balhan Siatew,as reil
ag In Aveircia, Hungary.elec (454 wha! tnit
rotren 1iiile e reilounlistin Stale nf
Jurnsiavia in nde dooug oyou corialuly Roe

ow from the press. France also is on the
sure road to Fascism, slowly but quite un-
misiakedly .The expulsion of "foreigners”
haz become w daily thing,and among inren
are many peoliticals (Italiang Russiang,
Macedoniansg, etc.) Most of them oznnot
leave the gouiiry nor enier anocther. The
result is,they are found again in Frauce
within a few days of expulsion. Therefore
our wise Solons have now passed ¢ new Iow
— from 1 to 5 years in prison for every
man who ig  ordered to leave the country
and does net de so. It is actuaily a phy-
sical imossibility these days —- lack «f
noney and lack of passport and visa Tiil
vow such n "crime" was punished here in
Frapnce wilh the usual ONE MONTH in pris.
on, and the maximuy was 6 month  Now ih
rooc Judges gilre  them  ihe limit FIVE
yea sl After ithe expiration of ihe Pprisdr
lerw tiey are (¢ be expelled againl T
pien ¢f the more ilberal papers tim
these expelled men are COMPELLED 1o rem.
2in in Franoce becauss it is lmpoesiipis
lor lrem to g0 gnywhere Iz NOT considerer



by the courts. The law 3 law, and that's
gal.

I have no time to write you more,bui it
is enough to may that conditions ere and
throughout Buropes are getting simply
worse, both politically and economically,
than they have been before ihe great
French Revolution when the peasantry were
tramping up and down the couniry hungry
and starving. The symbol of that Fratern-
ity, Liberty and Humanity proclaimed by
the Revolution is now left only on the
prison doors. You know of course that on
every prison those words are engraved in
stone, and so they rumain as dead as that
stone.

This is just a greeting, in haste.

Fraternally,
. A—

FINANCIAL REPORT — February 16, 1830

INCOME:
Subscriptions $48.75
Collected ai Vanguard party 13.45
Collected at Spanish affair 12.80
Donation s 1.58
Bundie orders 1.00
Donation from sympathizer 25.00
TOTAL $102.25
EXPENDITURES
Machine $102.60
Type 17.45
Typessiters and drums 23.97
Roilers recored 5.10
Cleaning waierials -85
Ink .80
Paper 2.538
Stationary 2.20
TOTAL $154.52
RECAPITULATION:
Total expenditures $154 .52
Total income 102.25
DEFICIY $ B2.27

B. SHURMAN, Finuancial Secretary
FEREERREAER AR AR EEE L LT AR T XN SRS A RN
'”Vanguard Youth",a junior branch of the
Vanguard Group, ha. lectures and discuss-
jons every Sunday.2 PM,5a=5 Ave. N.Y.City

Book Review

"Fontamara” by Ignazic Silone

Publighed by Harrisen, Smith, 1834.
This n ve. derives its title from z
puny village in Southern Itaiy. Indeed

Fontamara is not to be distinguished fron
a thousand other small places in the Sane
‘region except that its poverty may be
mere acute. .

But Ignazioc Silone, sxile and revolu-
tionary did not atiemnt to write a mere .y
depressing novel Unlike cur cwn mid-west-
ern realists, he was not conrtent to write
a chronicle which relaies all that is
flat, stale and wearisome. What engrossed
him in Fontamara was that Some years ago
it witnessed an upriging against the fas -~
cist government of Rome. The substance o f
the book ig the iransformation of the ap-
athy of the villagers inte militantcy,
their growing sense of cleavage that ex-
ists beiween ithe purposges of the govern—
ment and themselves, and their conviction
that they must rely upon their own endea-
vors and unite with each dther {o achieve

aims whigh transcend tihose of any indiw
vidual.
The author is an intelligent man whose

powers of observaiion are too disgerning
to permit him to idealize +ihe peasanis.
With sardonic humor  he has delineated
their foibles and weaknessos . With pungent
#ii he has described their heiplessness
before the complex urban civilization
witich has upset thair ancisnt social pat—
terns. At the same iime, houwever, he has
realized that peasantis can bz remade as
buman beings by adopting & revolutionary
purpose which is larger than any individ-
ual. In this way they attain tragic dig-
nity. And so  the novel which began as
kumor ends in ihe spirit  of authentic
tragedy.

Silone -has written & memorable, exciting
bhook. There is no formal eloquence in its
austere styie, bul there .exudes from its
pages a hatred of fasclsm =nd those siun-
ister foroces within it thot (re grindi.g
dewn ilhe inhabitanisof Fontamar- which iu
but a mirrer of the lervor and misery lu



all of Iialy's villages. They are 100 un-
lettered to comprehend the processes by
which they are being crushed.They always
knew  that fine genilemen  were ounning
rogues, but have always gone to them when
they required s favor. Now ihey saw clear-
Ly that all the fine gentlamen were their
enemzes. They had to array ihemsslves a-
gainst their common enemy. With the aid
of some radicals they began 1o digcuss
the publication of a paper. A=z the first
igsue is Dbelng disiribuled iroops invade
the village,and the militant spirits fles
or are killed.

in ikis bdok are
Berardo Viola is

The characterizations
nel very arresting, but

well done, He illustrates best the
whole course of the book. A landless far-
mer.he is a rebel against sguthority. But

like many another man he becomes absorbed
in his petty personal affalrs when ne de-
cides to marry.He abandons his fellow vi-
llagers and goes to Rome to make money.He
ig victimized there and denied work, and
then encounters a radical who ig engaged
in underground activity.

H2 is thrown initc jaill, and refuses to
betray his comrade.He says to his friend,
YIf I turn traitor the damnation of Font-
AHETH iz eternal. Yf I turn traiter,
hundreds of years will pass before such
an cecasion presents liself again. And
i{ I dle, 1 shall be the firgt farmer
to die mot for himselfl bul for the othe
for the rest of the farmers;to unile
the rest of the farmers "

e
ers)

it ig the
such changes can

dinary people that

recogniilon by Silone that
take place in quite or-
conziitutes the peduw

liar sirength of +this book. It is the
truth  of this fast tioy is & profounad
portert and one ihat must cause  fas-
clsts to quake in thelr more rational
BOTEL L. ¥, ALEXARDLES

JOIN US IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE REAP.
PEARANCE OF "VAMGUARDY SAT. EVE. MAR.2nd
et Free Workess Csnter, 219 -~ 2nd Ave.NYC
Dapse to Hot Jazz Band!
Hear @ Fine Concert!
Enjoy Exoclic Refreshmenis! Adm. 254

JUST PUBLISEED!I
HE REVOLUTIONARY MOYEMENT IN SPAIN®
By Y. Dasher

A brief but comprehensive outline of ile
higtory of the revolutionary movement in
Spain from its Dbeginnings to the revols
of Ociober, 1934. 24 pps. 10¢.

"BOLSHEVISM; PROMISES AND REALITY
By <. Maximov

This pamphlet presents stariling documen—
tary evidence ¢f the coniradictiocns be-
tween the promises and theories of the
Bolsheviks on one hand and their actual
poelicies and deeds,on the other.24pps, 04

"THE REVOLUTIQN"
By Gustav Landauer

4 Yiddish translation of a book tihat
should be betiter known +than it is. The
author was one of the leading figures in
the Bavarian Revolutlion. $1.00
EX RS EE LR FERELELILEELEEEEE L EEEEEEE T EoE R0 T I

LIBERTARIAN CLASSTICS
On sale at VANGUARD,P.0 .Box 82,5ts.D, WYC.

The State,iis Historlic Role by Kropoixin
Revolutionary Government by Kropothkin
The Wage Systen by Kropoikin
Anarchism In Socialistic Evolution by P.K
Law And Authority by Kropotki
An Appeal 10 the Young by Kropoikin
Anarchy by Enrico Malatesta
Fvolution and Revolution by Elisee Raclusm
Anarchism and American Traditlons—(ley e
Principles and Tactice of the I.¥W.M.A.
(R R L EL LIRS R LA EE R LSS TR L LR LR LXEL LT
VANGUARD can prosure for you any
bock at publisher's prices.
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The Vanguard Grour has one of the i
libertarian libraries in the country. Ou
colleciion, however, is nol nearly as larg:
g5 it might be.We are. ti~refore appealiiy
to our readers to donate or lend us am;
books or pamphleis on ¢narchism they ca
spare from their own ¢oileciions.

Gitrren .y



